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of Lords have never driven their opposition to any
dangerous extent, or done aught to provoke revolu-
tionary demands. On the other hand, the opponents
of the House of Lords ask what can be the use of
an institution which does not any longer even profess
to be a saviour of society ; which has long since
renounced every pretence at a mission to save society
from society's self; and is always ready to give way
if society only makes clamour enough to be accepted
as a danger-signal. In the clays of the First Reform
Bill, however, the resisting power of the House of
Lords to any popular movement had not been
thoroughly tested ; and the Tories in general were
of good hope that the Lords would hold out, that
the King would hold out, and that the mob orators
and anarchists would have to slink back into the
state of obscurity to which it had pleased Providence
to call them. The Tory Peers kept up for awhile
their show of a resolute purpose. On October
3rd, Lord Grey moved the second reading of the
Reform Bill; Lord Wharncliffe moved as an amend-
ment, that the Bill be read a second time that day
six months, a motion which amounted to the rejection
of the measure. The Duke of Wellington spoke, as
was to be expected, uncompromisingly against the
Bill; Lord Lyndhurst, one of the greatest lawyers
of his day, opposed it more dexterously, but not less
decidedly ; Lord Brougham thundered in its favour.
The division was taken on the morning of October
8th ; and it was announced that the second reading
was defeated by a majority of forty-one. The
House of Commons had spent a whole session